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•  Weather Review (Fall + Winter) 
•  Current conditions driving forecast: 

•  Soil Moisture 
•  Snow Conditions 

•  Forecasts 
•  April-July Water Supply Volumes 
•  Yampa Peak Flow 

•  Upcoming Weather  
•  - 

 

Today’s Presentation 
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Late Summer/ Fall Precipitation 

Green:  250% 
Yampa: 280%  
 

Green:  210% 
Yampa: 145%  
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Fall Precipitation 

Green:  35% 
Yampa: 70% 
 

Green:  120% 
Yampa: 105% 
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Winter Precipitation 

Green:  130% 
Yampa: 115% 
 

Green:  45% 
Yampa: 40% 
 

Green:  60% 
Yampa: 65% 
 



Spring and Seasonal Precipitation 

Green:  55% 
Yampa: 75% 
 

Monthly Precipitation: April 1-28 

Seasonal Precipitation: Water Year to Date 



February/March Temperatures 
* Warmest February/March on Record – Several Locations * 

  
  

February 

March 



Forecast Drivers: Soil Moisture Entering Winter 

Above  
Average 

Below   
Average 

Soil Moisture (as a % of average): CBRFC Forecast Model 



Forecast Drivers: Snow Conditions 
Snow (as a % of average): CBRFC Forecast Model 

February 1st  March 1st  April 27th 



Forecast Drivers: Snow Conditions 

4/29 SWE: 
   61% Normal 
    

Comparison Years: 
1992 (lowest): 348 KAF/35% 
2012 (similar): 570 KAF/58% 
2000 (similar): 564 KAF/58% 



Forecast Drivers: Snow Conditions 

4/27 SWE: 
   54% Normal 
    

Comparison Years: 
2002 (lowest): 366 KAF/30% 
2012 (lowest): 418 KAF/34% 
1987 (similar): 763 KAF/62% 



Forecast: Flaming Gorge Inflow 
Seasonal Forecast Progression 
  

1000             875         600           650          
1/1             2/1          3/1            4/1          

Forecast in KAF 
Date Issued 

4/26 
793 KAF/81% 

630 KAF/64% 

435 KAF/44% 



Forecast: Yampa near Deerlodge 
Seasonal Forecast Progression 
  

1200           945         925           730          
1/1             2/1          3/1            4/1          

Forecast in KAF 
Date Issued 

4/26 
891 KAF/72% 

540 KAF/44% 
650 KAF/52% 



Peak Flow Forecast 



Weather Forecasts 
7 Day Forecast Precipitation 

 Issued 4/29 Days 1-5 
Mean Max 
Temperature 
Anomaly 
Issued 4/29 

Days 3-7 
Mean Max 
Temperature 
Anomaly 
Issued 4/29 



Weather Forecasts 
Temperature 

Precipitation 



Long Term Weather Outlook 

Temperature Precipitation 

3 month Outlook: May-July 
	  	  



Yampa-10 day Streamflow Forecast 

•  Flows	  could	  get	  to	  ~5000	  cfs	  late	  next	  week	  
•  Uncertainty	  in	  temperature	  and	  precipitaLon	  forecasts	  
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Questions?? 

@nwscbrfc	  

facebook.com/nwscbrfc	  

Ashley	  Nielson	  
CBRFC	  	  Senior	  Hydrologist	  

Phone:	  801.524.5130	  ext	  333	  
Email:	  ashley.nielson@noaa.gov	  


